
DISCUSSION GUIDE
Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng

Demarest Free Public Library Community Read, March 2022

The Demarest Library Community Read is designed to encourage reading for pleasure
and starting conversations. Whether you choose to join the Library’s discussion or start
one of your own, we hope you will engage with this book and immerse yourself in
conversation with your community.

Conversation Starters
● Celeste Ng writes in a third-person-omniscient point of view, occasionally

touching on characters’ distant futures. Did you like or dislike this style? Do you
think it was effective in communicating the characters’ thoughts and feelings?

● How do Nath, Lydia, and Hannah perceive each other? In what ways do they
understand each other, and in what ways do they find each other confusing?

● Why do you think Lydia is James and Marilyn’s favorite child? Do you think it was
more difficult for Lydia to be the favorite, or for Nath and Hannah to be
overlooked?

● The Lee family’s race makes them outsiders in their community. Do you think
Marilyn, James, Nath, Lydia, or Hannah felt like outsiders within their family? If
so, how?

● How did you feel about Jack and the role he played? How did your feelings
change over the course of the book?

● Marilyn and James are both disappointed by their parents, which in turn impacts
the ways they parent their children. Do you think their grievances were
legitimate? How do you wish they had treated their children and each other
differently?

● Do you think Marilyn’s role as a homemaker was purely a result of the time and
place in which she lived? How, if at all, could she have changed her
circumstances? If she could have, why do you think she didn’t?

● What do you think would have happened if Lydia had reached the dock?


