DEMAREST MIDDLE SCHOOL
SUMHER READING LIST
FOR STUDENTS ENTERING 5™ GRADE
SEPTEHBER 2026

The Demarest Library is here fo help! You can access the digital colLedidns, Hoopta or

Libby/Overdrive on: hﬁ‘gs:ggwww.demaresﬂibrarg.org{digﬁal—ce&ed‘ions/ ebecls/. If

you need help with accessing a Library card or checking to see if you have a library
card, please email demacirc:@bccl.s.org.

CHOOSE -1- BOOK FROM THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES:

Historical Fiction: Science Fiction/ Fantasy: Hystery/ Adventure:
[ Number the Stars by [ Olivetti by Allie Millington
Lois Lowry [J Percy Jackson and the [J From the Hixed Up Files
L1 | Survived: The Battle of Olympians: The Lightning of Mrs. Basil E.
D-Day, 1944 by Thief by Rick Riordan Frankenweiler by E.L.
Lauren Tarshis [J The Legend of the Lost Konigsburg
£ | Survived: The Library by Hindy Nicholls {0 Spy School by
Hindenburg Disaster, 1931 | Wendell Stuart Gibbs
by Lauren Tarshis [J The Fourfeenth Goldfish (] National Archive Hunters
[J Light and Air by Mindy by Jennifer L. Holm by Matthew Landis
Nicholls Wendell L Glitch by Laura Martin |3 Holes by Louis Sachar
LI Clean Getaway by Nic [ City of Ember by 0J Mystery on Magnolia
Stone Jeanne DuPrau Circle by Kate Klise
L1 Front Desk by
Kelly Yang
[J Out of My Hind by [J Where the Red Fern Grows | [J Babe and Me: A Baseball
Sharon M. Draper by Wilson Rauls Card Adventure by
J The Lemonade Wars by O The Secret Garden by Dan Gu’rman.
Jacqueline Davies [J Comeback Kids by
: Frances H. Burnett -
U Ungifted by , Mike Lupica
Gordon Korman [J The Black Stallion by ] The Crossover by
[J The One and Only Ivan by |  Walter Farley
. ) Kwame Alexander
Katherine Applegate [J White Fang by
[ Ready, Set, Dough! by Jack London [ Final Season by
Kelly J. Baptist 0 , —— Tim Green
A Wrinkle in Time by
£J Golden Ticket by Kat
Eo en Ticket by Kate Madeleine L Engle [J The Underdogs by
gan Mike Lupica
(J Ginny Off the HMap by
Caroline Hickey

Happy Reading!! &







DEMAREST MIDDLE SCHOOL
SUMMER READING LIST FOR
STUDENTS ENTERING THE 6™ GRADE
SEPTEMBER 2026

The Demarest Library is here to help! You can access the digital collections {including e-bocks and
audiobooks), Hoopla or Libby/Overdrive on
hitps:/fwww.demarestlibrary.ora/digital-collections/ebecls/.

If you need help with accessing a library card (including an e-card} or checking to see if you have a
library card, e-mail demacirc@bccls.org.

_9 Please choose one book that you have not read before!
You will need a copy of the book to prepare for 4n 2 _:essment m
September!

Realistic Fiction
V' One For The Murphys by Lynda Mullaly Hunt
[he List of Things That Will Not Change by Rebecca Stead

The Seventh Most Important Thing by Shelley Pearsall
Linked by Gordon Korman

Masterminds by Gordon Korman
Hello. Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly
Scar Island by Dan Gemeinhart

The First Rule of Punk by Celia Perez
So B. It by Sarah Weeks

The Truth About Jellyfish by Ali Benjamin
Flipped by Wendelin Van Drennan

Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan

Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson

Wish by Barbara O’Connor

Where The Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls
Faker by Gordon Korman

The 6th Grade Nickname Game by Gordon Korman
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Science Fiction/Fantasy
v The Unwanteds by Lisa McCann
v Amari and The Night Brothers by B.B. Alston
V' linxed by Amy McCullough
v Last Dav on Mars by Kevin Emerson
v The False Prince by Jennifer A. Nielsen

v Keeper of The Lost Cities by Sharon Messenger
" When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead

v Space Case by Stuart Gibbs

v The Girl Who Drank The Moon by Kelly Barnhill

v Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson

v Gregor the Overlander by Suzanne Collins

v Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky by Kwame Mbalia




Historical Fiction
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A Night Divided by Jennifer A. Nielsen

Resistance by Jennifer A. Niclsen

Eever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson

Ground Zero by Alan Gratz

Refugee by Alan Gratz

Two Degrees by Alan Gratz

Code of Honor by Alan Gratz

The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley
Eleven by Tom Rogers

Nine, Ten, A September 1] Story by Nora Raleigh Baskin
The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen

The Boy in the Striped Pajamasg by John Boyne

Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry

Non-Fiction/Biography/Autebiography/Memoir

R T T N

Soul Surfer by Bethany Hamilton

All Thirteen by Christina Soonfornvat

Rising Above: How 11 Athletes Overcame Challenges by Gregory Zuckerman
Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different by Karen Blumenthal

[he Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba

L am Malala by Malala Yousafzai (Young Readers Edition)

Believe: The Victorious Story... by Eric LeGrand (Young Readers Edition)
A World Without Fish by Mark Kurlansky and Frank Stockton

A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park (hailf memoir, half fiction)
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodsen

Hidden Figures (Young Readers Edition} by Margot Lee Shetterly

Sports
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No Slam Dunk by Mike Lupica

Fantasy League by Mike Lupica
Last Man Out by Mike Lupica

Before The Ever After by Jacqueline Woodson

Game Chapger by Tommy Greenwald
[he Running Dream by Wendelin Van Drannen

Soar by Joan Bauer

The Walk On by John Feinstein

[he Sixth Man by John Feinstein

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander
Unstoppable by Tim Green

Soccer on Sunday by Mary Pope Osborne



DEMAREST MIDDLE SCHOOL
SUMMER READING LIST FOR
STUDENTS ENTERING THE 72 GRADE
SEPTEMBER 2026

The Demarest Library is here to help! You can access the digital collections {(including ebooks
and audiobooks), Hoopla or Libby/Overdrive on
hitps:/www.demarestlibrary.org/digital-collections/ebecls/. If you need help with accessing a
library card (including an e-card) or checking to see if you have a library card, e-mail
demacirc@bccls.org.

Choose one of the following books. Students may also choose to read a grade
appropriate book that is not from the list below.

¢ Realistic Fiction/Memoir

The Trouble In Me by Jack Gantos

Pll Be The One by Lyla Lee

Clean Getaway by Nic Stone

Small Town Pride by Phil Stamper

The Unlikely Hero of Room 13B by Teresa Toten
Dear Mothman - Robin Gow

Love and Gelato by Jenna Evans Welch

Winnie Nash Is Not Your Sunshine by Nicole Melleby
Candle Island - Lauren Wolk

Confessions From the Group Chat - Jodi Meadows
Project Mulberry by Linda Sue Park

The Trouble With Rebots by Michelle Mohrweis
The Trouble With Heroes - Kate Messner

96 Miles - J.L. Esplin

Yusuf Azeem Is Not A Hero - Saadia Faruqi

Ten Thousand Tries - Amy Makechnie
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¢ Sports
o Shark Girl by Kelly Bingham

o The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen
o Now Is The Time For Running by Michael Williams
o Gym Candy by Carl Deuker

e Historv/Current Events
o Not Nothing - Gayle Forman
Rebellion 1776 by Laurie Halse Anderson
The Door Of No Return by Kwayme Alexander
Code Talkers by Joseph Bruchae
We Are Not Free by Traci Chee
Black Bird, Blue Road by Sofiya Pasternack
Code of Honor by Alan Gratz
If I Ever Get Out Of Here by Eric Gansworth
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> Nonfiction/Memoir

o
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Obsessed by Allison Britz

Ghosts of War by Ryan Smithson

It’s Trevor Noah: Born A Crime (Young Reader Adaptation) by Trevor Noah
Free Lunch by Rex Ogle

A World Without Summer - Nicholas Day

The Enigma Girls - Candace Fleming

e Science Fiction/Fantasy

o
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Tristan Strong Punches A Hole In The Sky by Kwame Mbalia
Homerooms and Hall Passes by Tom O’Donnell

The Girl Who Drank The Moon by Kelly Barnhili

Finn and Ezra’s Bar Mitzvah Time Loop by Joshua S. Levy
Lalo Lesperance Never Forgot by Phillippe Diederich

Hero by Perry Moore

Rebel Seoul by Axie Oh

The Riverman by Aaron Starmer

The First State Of Being by Erin Entrada Kelly

Courtesy Of Cupid - Nashae Jones

The Widely Unknown Myth Of Apple and Dorothy - Corey Ann Haydu

Mystery/Adventure

o
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I Am The Mission by Allen Zadoff
Truly Devious by Maurren Johnson
Zenobia July by Lisa Bunker
Thieves Gambit by Kayvion Lewis



DEMAREST MIDDLE SCHOOL
SUMMER READING LIST F OR
SEPTEMBER 2026

We are excited to begin your eighth-grade journey with you this fall.
Please choose at least one of the books on this list that you have not read before.

e Sports
o All-American Boys by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely

Backfield Boys by John Feinstein

The Blind Side by Michael Lewis

Friday Night Lights by Buzz Bissinger

The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen
After The Shot Drops by Randy Ribay

One Goal by Amy Bass

Slugfest by Gordon Korman
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¢ Historical Fiction
o Salt to the Sea by Ruth Septys
I Must Betray You by Ruth Septys
War Games by Alan Gratz
The Bletchley Riddle by Ruth Septys and Steve Sheinkin
When The World Was Ours by Liz Kessler
Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
We Are Not Free by Tracee Chee
A Very Large Expanse of Sea by Tahreheh Mafi
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e Science Fiction/Fantasy
o Project Hail Mary by Andy Weir
House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer
The Cruel Prince by Holly Black (series)
Michael Vey: The Prisoner of Cell 25 by Richard Paul Evans (series)
Warcross by Marie Lu
Ender's Game by Orson Scott Card
The Maze Runner by James Dashner
Matched by Allie Condie (series)
The Selection by Kiera Cass (series)

C 0 C O Qo L o Q

e Mystery
The Inheritance Games by Jennifer Lynn Barnes (series)

o

0 The Naturals by Jennifer Lynn Barnes (series)

o We Were Liars by E. Lockhart (series)

0o The Reappearance of Rachel Price by Holly Jackson
o And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie



e Realistic Fiction

o Lord of the Flies by William Golding
Every Day (series) by David Levithan
Orbiting Jupiter by Gary Schmidt
Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes
The Fault in Our Stars by John Green
All The Bright Places by Jennifer Niven
The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
We Are Not From Here by Jenny Torres-Sanchez
Starfish by Akemi Dawn Bowman
Finding Audrey by Sophie Kinsella
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e Nonfiction/Biography/Autobiography/Memoir
The Impossible Escape by Steve Sheinkin

The Boys Who Challenged Hitler by Phillip Hoose

Unbroken (Young Adult)by Laura Hillenbrand

Everything Sad is Untrue by Daniel Naye

Tuesdays With Morrie by Mitch Albom

The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater

Trevor Noah, Born a Crime (Young Readers” Edition) by Trevor Noah
Just Mercy (Young Adults) by Bryan Stevenson
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The Demarest Library is here to help! You can access the digital collections (including ebooks
and audiobooks) via Hoopla or Libby/Overdrive at
https://www.demarestlibrary.org/digital-collections/ebecls/. If you need help accessing a library
card (including an e-card) or checking whether you have a library card, e-mail
demacirc@becls.org.



